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D E A R  R E A D E R ,
I n  1 7 6 4 ,  a  m y s t e r i o u s  b e a s t  m a d e  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  F r e n c h
c o u n t r y s i d e  a n d  w r e a k e d  h a v o c ,  k i l l i n g  a n d  i n j u r i n g  b e t w e e n
1 0 0  a n d  2 0 0  p e o p l e — m o s t l y  s h e p h e r d e s s e s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  E u r o p e ’ s  f i r s t  c r o s s - b o r d e r  n e w s  s t o r i e s ,
t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  b e a s t  r e m a i n s  a n  u n s o l v e d  h i s t o r i c a l
m y s t e r y  e v e n  t o d a y .

W h i c h  i s  w h y  I ’ v e  w a n t e d  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  i t  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  

A  m y s t e r y  c r e a t u r e  i n  t h e  w o o d s ?  D a n g e r  a t  e v e r y  t u r n ?
H i s t o r i c a l  d u d e s  d o i n g  n o n s e n s i c a l  t h i n g s  t o  t r y  a n d  c a t c h  t h e
m o n s t e r ?  S i g n  m y  w e i r d - h i s t o r y - l o v i n g  h e a r t  u p .

T h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  p r o b l e m :

I  a m  t i r e d  o f  b o o k s  t h a t  s e n s a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  g i r l s .  I
d i d n ’ t  w a n t  o u r  d e a t h s  t o  b e  a n  i n c i t i n g  i n c i d e n t .  

S o ,  I  s a t  o n  t h i s  s t o r y  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  u n s u r e  h o w  t o  f i n d  m y
w a y  i n t o  i t … u n t i l  m y  h e a r t  a s k e d  t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n :  W h a t  i f
m o n s t e r  s t o r i e s  w e r e  a b o u t  s a v i n g  g i r l s ,  n o t  k i l l i n g  t h e m ?

T h u s  c a m e  W e  A r e  t h e  B e a s t s — a  s t o r y  a b o u t  t w o  t e e n
s h e p h e r d e s s e s  w h o  s e e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  b e a s t  i n
t h e i r  r e g i o n  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  r e a s o n  t o  b e  a f r a i d ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  w a y
o u t  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  a r o u n d  t h e m  w h o s e  h o m e s  a r e  t h e  m o s t
d a n g e r o u s  p l a c e  o f  a l l .

I n  t h e s e  p a g e s ,  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  m e s s y ,  a n g r y ,  h u r t i n g ,  w o n d e r f u l ,
p o w e r f u l  g i r l s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e r e ’ s  a
b e a s t  a n d  a  m y s t e r y  a n d  a  t o w n  f u l l  o f  o t h e r  d a n g e r s .  T h e r e  i s
p e r i l  a t  e v e r y  t u r n .  A n d  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  h o p e .  I n  o u r  a b i l i t y
t o  s a v e  e a c h  o t h e r  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o w s  a t  u s .

I  h o p e  y o u  l o v e  w h e r e  t h i s  s t o r y  l a n d e d .  I  d o .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  r e a d i n g ,

  G i g i



T H E  ( R E A L )  B E A S T  O F  G E V A U D A N
W e  A r e  t h e  B e a s t s  i s  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  b e a s t  o f  G é v a u d a n  w a s  v e r y
r e a l .  H e r e ’ s  a  p e e k  a t  w h a t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d .

1763
F r a n c e  i s  d e f e a t e d  b y  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r .  T h i s
m e a n s  a  d i r e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y
a l r e a d y - p o o r  a r e a s  l i k e  G é v a u d a n .

1764
J e a n n e  B o u l e t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  k n o w n  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  b e a s t .  S h e  w a s
f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .

T h e  p a p e r  C o r r i e r  d ’ A v i g n o n  s t a r t s  p u b l i s h i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e
b e a s t ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e n  p i c k e d  u p  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a p e r s .  A s
w o r d  o f  t h e  b e a s t  s p r e a d s ,  p r i n t e r s  m a k e  e x a g g e r a t e d  l i k e n e s s e s
t o  s e l l .

K i n g  L o u i s  X V  s e n d s  b i g - d e a l  h u n t e r  D u h a m e l  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e
b e a s t .  H e  l e a d s  f i f t y  d r a g o o n s  ( m u s k e t - a r m e d  s o l d i e r s )  o n
h o r s e b a c k  a n d  f o o t .  

A f t e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  e s c a l a t i n g  a t t a c k s ,  a  w o m a n  i s  f o u n d  w i t h o u t  a
h e a d — w h i c h  i s  r e c o v e r e d  a b o u t  a  w e e k  l a t e r .  

E t i e n n e  L a  F o n t — o u r  v e r y  r e a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l — e x p r e s s e s
f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s i m p l y  w o n ’ t  s t o p  g o i n g
o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  a n d  d y i n g !  H e  w a n t s  t h e m  t o  s t a y  h o m e ,  b u t
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o n ’ t  p a y  o r  f e e d  t h e m  a n d  s o  t h e y  a r e  f o r c e d
t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  d a n g e r o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s .

F i r e a r m s  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  l e g a l i z e d ,  a n d  a  t w o  h u n d r e d  l i v r e
r e w a r d  i s  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  c r o w n  ( t h a t ’ s  a  y e a r ’ s  s a l a r y ) .

1765
T h e  b e a s t  a t t a c k s  1 0 - y e a r - o l d  J a c q u e s  P o r t e f a i x  a n d  a  g r o u p  o f
s e v e n  f r i e n d s  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f r o m  e i g h t  t o  t w e l v e .  T h e y  f i g h t  i t
o f f  w i t h  s t i c k s .  P o r t e f a i x  i s  g i v e n  3 0 0  l i v r e s  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e
g r o u p  g e t s  3 0 0  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  

T h e  D ’ E n n e v a l s — a  f a t h e r - s o n  h u n t i n g  t e a m — s w o o p  d o w n  f r o m
N o r m a n d y  t o  t r y  a n d  k i l l  t h e  b e a s t .  I n  t h e i r  l u g g a g e ,  a  r o y a l
o r d e r  d e m a n d s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l s  p r o v i d e  t h e m  s u p p o r t .  T h e y  t e l l
D u h a m e l  t o  l e a v e ,  a l l e g e d l y  b y  o r d e r  o f  t h e  k i n g .  B u t  h e  r e f u s e s .



T H E  ( R E A L )  B E A S T  O F  G E V A U D A N
1 7 6 5 ,  c o n t i n u e d

T h e  r e w a r d  i s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  a  w h o p p i n g  f o u r  t h o u s a n d  l i v r e s ,
t h e n  t o  s i x  t h o u s a n d .

A n  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  k i n g  a r r i v e s ,  f o r c i n g  D u h a m e l  t o  w i t h d r a w .

A  h i g h l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  k i n g  s e n d s  h i s  g u n  b e a r e r  a n d  b o d y g u a r d
( F r a n c o i s  A n t o i n e )  t o  k i l l  t h e  b e a s t .

M a r i e - J e a n n e  V a l e t  i s  a t t a c k e d  w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  a  r i v e r  w i t h  h e r
s i s t e r .  S h e  i m p a l e s  t h e  b e a s t  w i t h  h e r  b a y o n e t ,  a n d  i t  f l e e s .  S h e
g a i n s  t h e  n i c k n a m e s  “ A m a z o n ”  a n d  “ t h e  M a i d  o f  G é v a u d a n . ”
S h e ’ s  c o m p e n s a t e d  3 0 0  l i v r e s  f o r  h e r  b r a v e r y .

S o m e  l o c a l  b o y s  r e a l l y  d o  p r a n k  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a n d  s e n d  t h e m  i n t o
a  b o g  t o  g e t  m i r e d .  T h e  b o y s  a r e  t h r o w n  i n  j a i l .

A  l a r g e  w o l f  ( a n d  i t s  m a t e  a n d  c u b s )  i s  k i l l e d — a l l e g e d l y  b y
F r a n c o i s  A n t o i n e ,  t h o u g h  i t ’ s  p o s s i b l e  h e  o n l y  t o o k  t h e  c r e d i t .
T h e  w o l f  i s  s t u f f e d  a n d  s e n t  t o  c o u r t ,  w h e r e  t h e  c o u r t  r e a c t s
w i t h  a  r e s o u n d i n g  “ m e h . ”

1 7 6 7
T h e  a t t a c k s  c o n t i n u e  f o r  1 8  m o n t h s  a n d  c l a i m  a n o t h e r  3 0 +  l i v e s ,
d e s p i t e  t h e  c o u r t  d e c i d i n g  i t ’ s  a l l  o v e r .  T h e  l a s t  a l l e g e d  b e a s t
v i c t i m  i s  C a t h e r i n e  C h a u t a r d — a  9 - y e a r - o l d  g i r l — w h o  w a s  k i l l e d  i n
J u n e  1 7 6 7 .



H I S T O R Y  I S  W E I R D
T h i s  b o o k  i s  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  m a n y  o f  t h e  w e i r d e s t  b i t s  w e r e
r e a l .  H e r e  a r e  a  f e w :

L A M B S  ( A N D  S O L D I E R S )  I N  D R E S S E S  
T h e y  r e a l l y  d i d  d r e s s  l a m b s  u p  i n  b o n n e t s  a n d  d r e s s e s  t o  t r y
a n d  t r i c k  t h e  b e a s t .  

W h e n  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  w o r k ,  t h e y  p u t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  d r e s s e s .
P e r h a p s  m u c h  t o  D u h a m e l ’ s  d i s m a y ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  l o c a l  m e n
d e c i d e d  t h i s  w a s  t h e i r  c h a n c e  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s — c l a i m i n g  t h a t
t h e y  t o o  w e r e  h u n t i n g  t h e  b e a s t .

P O I S O N E D  C O R P S E S  
T h e  h u n t e r s ’  s t r a t e g i e s  i n c l u d e d  p o i s o n i n g  c o r p s e s  a n d  l a y i n g
t h e m  o u t  a s  b a i t  ( w h i c h  d i d  n o t  w i n  t h e m  f a n s  a m o n g  t h e
l o c a l s ) .  

B I T I N G  B U L L E T S
B u l l e t s  c h o m p e d  b y  v i r g i n s ,  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  f a t  o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,
a n d  o t h e r w i s e  c h a r m e d  w e r e  r e a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  b y  o u r  i n t r e p i d
h u n t e r s .

M E N A G E R I E S
Y e s ,  e a r l y  m o d e r n  F r a n c e  w a s  a  b i t  l i k e  T i g e r  K i n g .  F a n c y
n o b i l i t y  i m p o r t e d  a n i m a l s  f r o m  f a r - f l u n g  l o c a l e s  t o  s h o w  o f f
t h e i r  w e a l t h .  P a r r o t s  a n d  m o n k e y s  w e r e  c o m m o n  p e t s  f o r  t h e
r i c h .

 



D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S
1 .  I n  t h i s  b o o k  ( a n d  t h e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  i t ’ s  b a s e d  o n ) ,  t h e
h u n t e r s  t r i e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  ( o f t e n  w a c k y )  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  t r a p
a n d  k i l l  t h e  b e a s t .  I f  y o u  h a d  t o  p r o p o s e  a  s t r a t e g y  f o r
t r i c k i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g  a  m y s t e r i o u s  b e a s t ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u
p r o p o s e ?

2 .  T h e  b o o k  h a s  i t s  t h e o r y  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  B e a s t  o f
G é v a u d a n  w a s . . . b u t  w h a t ’ s  y o u r s ?  W a s  i t  a  w o l f ,  a  p a c k ,  a
s e r i a l  k i l l e r  i n  d i s g u i s e ?  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e  m o s t  s e n s e  t o
y o u ?

3 .  T h i s  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  a  b o o k  a b o u t  p o w e r — w h o  h a s  i t ,  w h o
t a k e s  i t ,  w h o  w i e l d s  i t .  I n  w h a t  w a y s  d o  t h e  p o w e r
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o o k  ( c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e ,  p a t r i a r c h y ,
e t c . )  f e e l  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o d a y ?  I n  w h a t  w a y s  d o  t h e y  f e e l
d i f f e r e n t ?

4 .  A s  t h e  s t o r y  p r o g r e s s e s ,  J o  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  s h e  t o o  h a s
b e e n  t a k i n g  p o w e r  f r o m  t h e  g i r l s  a r o u n d  h e r  b y  m a k i n g
d e c i s i o n s  o n  h e r  o w n  a n d  t h r o w i n g  h e r s e l f  r e c k l e s s l y
i n t o  d a n g e r .  H o w  d o e s  t h i s  m i r r o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  p o w e r
d y n a m i c s  o f  t o d a y ?  I n  w h a t  w a y s  c a n  f o l k s  w h o  s u f f e r
u n d e r  u n e v e n  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e s  a l s o  b e  c o m p l i c i t  i n
h a r m i n g  o t h e r s  w i t h  t h e m ?

5 .  W h e n  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  b e a s t  i s  r e v e a l e d ,  w e  a l s o
l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  a n  a b u s e  o f
p o w e r .  I n  w h a t  w a y s ,  e v e n  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  d o  w e  s e e
e c h o e s  o f  t h e  c a r e l e s s n e s s  o f  p o w e r  c r e a t i n g  v i o l e n c e  o n
t h o s e  w i t h o u t  i t ?



Q & A  W I T H  T H E  A U T H O R
W H A T  W A S  Y O U R  R E S E A R C H  P R O C E S S ?
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e a d i n g  w h a t e v e r  I  c o u l d  g e t  m y  h a n d s  o n  a b o u t
t h e  b e a s t ,  I  a l s o  t o o k  a  l o n g  h i k e  ( a b o u t  n i n e  d a y s )  t h r o u g h  t h e
f o r m e r  G é v a u d a n  r e g i o n .  

I  t r a c e d  t h o s e  f o r e s t  p a t h s ,  c r o s s e d  t h o s e  r i v e r s ,  l e f t  m y
f o o t p r i n t s  i n  b l a c k  d i r t ,  r e d  d i r t ,  w h i t e  c h a l k y  d i r t ,  p i n k  d i r t .  I
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l s  d r i n k  c o f f e e  a n d  t e a  f r o m  b o w l s ,  n o t
m u g s .  I  a t e  h e a r t y  l o c a l  m e a l s  a t  p i l g r i m  h o s t e l s .  A n d  I  e v e n
h a d  a  m o m e n t  w h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  l a r g e  a n d  t o o t h y  a p p e a r e d  i n
t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e f o r e  f a d i n g  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  t r e e s  ( y e s ,  m y  s o u l  l e f t
m y  b o d y  f o r  a  s e c o n d ) …

I  L O V E D  T H I S  B O O K !  W H A T  S H O U L D  I
R E A D  N E X T ?  
S e t  d u r i n g  t h e  S a t a n i c  P a n i c  o f  t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,  m y  Y A  d e b u t  T h e
W i c k e d  U n s e e n  i s  a  g o o d  c h o i c e  i f  y o u  l i k e  m y  s t y l e .  A n d  i f  y o u
a r e  r e a d i n g  t h i s  i n  M a y  2 0 2 5 ,  m y  n e w e s t  b o o k — A n d  T h e  T r e e s
S t a r e  B a c k — h a s  j u s t  h i t  a  b o o k s h e l f  n e a r  y o u .  

I ’ m  a l s o  a n  u n e n d i n g  f a n  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  S a m i  E l l i s ,  J e s s i c a  L e w i s ,
a n d  T h e  R a v e n  C y c l e .



GIGI GRIFFIS

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Gigi Griffis is the author of The Wicked Unseen, We Are the Beasts, And the
Trees Stare Back (2025), and the Netflix tie-in novel The Empress, among

other things. She’s a sucker for little-known histories, “unlikable” female

characters, and all things Europe. After almost ten years of semi-nomadic

life, she now lives in Portugal with an opinionated Yorkie-mix named Luna

and a collection of nerdy history books.

When she was hiking through Gévaudan, she just might have seen the beast

crossing her path in the distance. Fortunately, it did not eat her.

Gigi’s work has been translated into 20+ languages and featured in Salon,

Crime Reads, and more. 

GIGIGRIFFIS.COM @GIGIGRIFFIS @GIGI.GRIFFIS @GIGI.GRIFFIS.AUTHOR



O U T  N O W

T H E  W I C K E D  
U N S E E N
To say sixteen-year-old Audre doesn't fit in would be the understatement of

the century. She's a city kid who's found herself in a rural town. The only girl

at school who'd rather kiss a girl than a boy. Not to mention that the whole

town believes there's a secret Satanic cult conducting rituals in the nearby

woods—and Audre is a born skeptic.

When the preacher's daughter and Audre's secret crush, Elle, goes missing

on Halloween weekend, the town is quick to point fingers—in Audre's

direction. While they harass Audre's family for being newcomers and

nonbelievers, Audre realizes she might be the only person here who can find

her friend.

The deeper she goes, though, the weirder it gets. What happened to Elle—

and is the evil this town is hiding really what Audre thinks it is?

“An absorbing mystery with strong characterization.” – Kirkus

“At times discomforting and chilling, and at others thrilling and
empowering, The Wicked Unseen will be a popular addition to mystery
and horror shelves.” – Booklist

“Griffis captures the reality of this 1980s and ’90s cultural moment with
eerie resonance, and brisk pacing paired with clever mystery elements
deliver.” – Publishers Weekly



C O M I N G  S O O N
A N D  T H E  T R E E S
S T A R E  B A C K
Many go into the forest. Only one comes back.

1989, Soviet Estonia. In sixteen-year-old Vik’s village—and the cursed forest

that looms beyond—danger is everywhere. Soldiers threaten those who so

much as dream of dissent. The villagers’ words are sharp with accusations of

witchcraft. And deep in the heart of the wood, a lantern-eyed spirit lies in

wait to disappear those who wander too far past the trees. 

 

Vik knows because five years ago, she led her little sister Anna over that

invisible line—and never saw her again. 

 

The only thing Vik has wished for since then is her sister’s safe return. So

when Anna stumbles back through the tree line on the anniversary of her

disappearance, it’s a miracle…

Or is it a lie?

 

As unsettling inconsistencies between this girl and the one who vanished

reveal themselves, Vik starts to doubt whether this Anna is her Anna—or

something else entirely. Whoever she is, one thing is clear: she was never

meant to escape the trees. 

 

And unless Vik can uncover the secrets of the forest, it’s going to take her

back.

COMING 2025 /  ADD IT  ON GOODREADS


