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This book is for people who want to see another side of New 
York City. 
 
To stroll past the main attractions, certainly, but also find the 
hidden-away pizzeria with the best New York slices. To discover 
the best city sunset views are from Four Freedoms Park (page 
24). Or to know ahead of time that New Yorkers are fast 
walkers and tend to dress well—and fitting in requires you do 
the same. 
 
In other words, this book is for people who want to get under 
the skin of a new city. Who want to rent apartments and live in 
local neighborhoods. Who want to eat in tiny restaurants full of 
locals. Who want to deepen their experience of this sophis-
ticated, cosmopolitan city. 
 
Think of this as a supplement to your traditional guidebooks. 
Use those for their handy place histories, lists of local hotels (if 
that’s your style), and restaurant pricing charts. And then use 
this to go deeper—to figure out how to find the quirkiest mu-
seums, the most delicious restaurants, and that hidden-away 
park with the best walking paths.  
 
Getting excited? Me too. (Just wait till you read some of these 
interviews!)  
 
Now, a little orientation:  
 
This book is split into 11 interviews (I started with 10, but couldn’t 
resist giving you one more) with people who live all over New 
York City. Many have lived here for decades. Some were born 
and raised in the area. Others are expats who have fallen in 
love with their new country. And all of them love showing tra-
velers the best their place has to offer.  
 
Throughout the book, below each person’s name, you’ll see a 
short bio designed to help you understand his or her back-
ground. If you are passionate about architecture, look for 
someone whose short bio includes “city planner” or “urban 
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planner.” If you’re a festival lover, look for a festival lover. And 
so on and so forth. 
 
Many of the interviewees are also tour guides, artists, business 
owners, or bloggers. Watch for web addresses under their inter-
views if you’d like to learn more about their art, blogs, tours, or 
businesses.  
 
Finally, you’ll notice this book doesn’t have photos or maps. 
This is for length and printing reasons. The good news is that 
you can grab a map from any New York Information office 
and NYC photos are readily available online. 
 
Now, then, into the book… 
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LOCAL RECOMMENDATIONS AT A GLANCE 
 

You can’t go wrong with any of the local recommendations, 
but here are the places and spaces that came up most often 
in these 11 local interviews. 

 
Must-See Attractions: The Staten Island Ferry & High Line Park. 
 
Must-Try Eateries: Bleecker Street Pizza (69 7th Avenue S.), Grim-
aldi’s Pizza (grimaldispizzeria.com), Eleven Madison Park (11 
Madison Avenue), & Shake Shack (shakeshack.com). 
 
Must-Try Bar: Little Branch (20 7th Avenue S.). 
 
Where to Stay: The Lower East Side & Astoria, Queens. 
 
Find Wi-Fi Here: Subway stations, Starbucks, and the New York 
Public Library. 

AT A GLANCE 
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About Eric 
I was born in California and grew up in New Jersey (in an 1800s 
resort town called Asbury Park that hit hard times in the ‘50s, 
but has regenerated into a tourist destination now). I still own a 
house in the latter, but I’ve been living in NYC for many years. 
And even back when I lived in Asbury Park, my father was a 
photographer in Chelsea in the ‘80s and ‘90s, so he’d take me 
to work with him a lot, so I spent a lot of time in the city. 
 
For college, I went to school in Raleigh at NC State, then 
moved to New York for grad school at NYU. The impetus to 
come back to New York was to be closer to my family and also 
because after living in a smaller city, I wanted to do grad 
school—in Urban Planning—in a larger lab. So I came and got 
my Master’s in Urban Planning and am now working on be-
coming a licensed architect. 
 
I have always had an intense interest in how cities work and 
currently I work in a role that combines architecture and urban 
planning in projects for New York City (and sometimes around 
the country), including resiliency planning, streetscape and 
public space projects, and campus planning.   
 
I have a real interest in the history and development of cities—
not only in the sites of interest themselves, but in how they 
formed and why.  
 
In my personal time, I like seeing the different parts of the city. 
It’s really the most diverse ecosystem of places and spaces. So 
I walk the dog, see a different neighborhood and seek out the 
strangest places in New York—places where I can get out of 
my car and stand on a beach and still be technically in NYC. 
When you do this, you get the sense that New York is a col-
lection of towns that have grown together over time. The 
reason you send a letter to Brooklyn is because that’s the bor-
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ough. But you don’t send a letter to Queens…instead, you 
send a letter to the specific village in Queens, which used to 
be its own thing. It’s interesting facts like that—some of which 
could be urban myths—that speak to how one part of the city, 
like Queens, is unlike the rest.  
 
You can spend an entire life here and still see new things and 
new places all the time, which is obviously the best thing about 
it.  
 
What to do in NYC (the Basics) 
Start with the Staten Island Ferry and the Brooklyn Bridge.  
 
The Staten Island Ferry is free and even though New York is a 
waterfront city, it hasn’t been until the last 20 years that the 
waterfront has become really accessible. Previously the water-
front was just how goods were transported in and out of the 
city. Everything else was inland. But in the past 20 years there 
has been a huge rediscovery of the edge of the boroughs. So 
take the ferry, get off in Staten Island, walk around St. George, 
and get back on. On the ferry ride, you’ll see the Statue of 
Liberty, Brooklyn, Ellis Island, and Governor’s Island. 
 
The Brooklyn Bridge is also very view-centric, but you can walk 
across, have a pizza at Grimaldi’s (1 Front Street), and take the 
train or walk back.  
 
Honestly, you could even make it a pizza tour. There’s a place 
in Staten Island—Denino’s (524 Port Richmond Avenue)—
where everyone wants to have pizza. It’s really good. 
 
Those—the ferry and bridge—are the two crowded tourist 
attractions that are worth it. You could do both in the same 
day and see all of Lower Manhattan without spending a 
penny.  
 
Lower Manhattan—the real historic core of the city—is also 
where you’ll find Alexander Hamilton’s grave (which is a very 
popular thing to see right now since the Hamilton musical is 
doing so well) and Trinity Church (which is where the grave is).  
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Finally, hit Stone Street. It’s one of the oldest streets in the city 
and it’s still very Dutch English Colonial style. The restaurants 
and bars have outdoor seating in the summer and that’s the 
area where Fraunces Tavern (54 Pearl Street) is—and that’s 
basically where the American Revolution was strategized.  
 
Hidden Gems for Seasoned Travelers 
I’ll organize my recommendations by borough, starting with the 
Bronx, which is freshest in my mind because I’ve been ex-
ploring it a lot lately. I live in East Harlem, so it’s just a 10-minute 
walk. 
 
First, I totally love the Bronx Museum and the Grand Concourse 
is really beautiful. 
 
One recently opened attraction up here I recommend is the 
Old Croton Aqueduct, which carried the Croton River water 
into the city. It crosses the Harlem River from the Bronx into 
Manhattan at about 100 feet above the river. They call that 
portion the High Bridge and it has huge, beautiful arches. It’s 
one of the highest points in Manhattan.  
 
The bridge was closed for many years, but about a year ago 
they opened it to pedestrian traffic, so you can go up 100 feet 
over the river and level with two giant hills—one in the Bronx 
and one in Fort Tryon Park in Manhattan. It’s a beautiful vista 
and you can see all the way across the Hudson to the 
Palisades in New Jersey.  
 
On the Bronx side, the route crosses into High Bridge just south 
of Morris Heights. On the Manhattan side, if you’re willing to do 
some walking, you’re near the revolutionary war sites, including 
the Morris-Jumel Mansion (Manhattan’s oldest house, at 162nd 
and Edgecomb), which is located in a two-block area where 
George Washington coordinated his armies during the Revolu-
tionary War.   
 
Later, the house was owned by Eliza Jumel, who married Aaron 
Burr—the man who killed Alexander Hamilton.  
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